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Abstract:  

In India, inclusive education policies are aimed at ensuring equal access to quality education 

for all children, including those with disabilities or special needs. In India, inclusive 

education refers to the approach of providing equal opportunities for education to all children, 

regardless of their background, abilities, or disabilities. The concept gained prominence with 

the passage of the Right to Education (RTE) Act in 2009, which mandates free and 

compulsory education for all children aged 6 to 14 years. National Education policy-2020 is 

the latest. While progress has been made, there is still much work to be done to ensure that 

inclusive education becomes a reality for all children in India. It requires sustained efforts at 

the policy, institutional, and community levels to create an inclusive and equitable education 

system. While these policies and initiatives reflect the government's commitment to inclusive 

education, challenges remain in the effective implementation and monitoring of inclusive 

education programs across the country. Addressing issues such as inadequate infrastructure, 

shortage of trained teachers, and attitudinal barriers is essential to ensure that all children 

have access to quality education in inclusive settings.
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Preface: 

In India, inclusive education policies are aimed at ensuring equal access to quality education 

for all children, including those with disabilities or special needs. Inclusive classrooms 

according to Brown, Elinor L. (2002) have students with disabilities, behavioral issues, social 

issues, personal issues, intellectual deficits, cognitive impairments, and physical diversities.  

In India, inclusive education refers to the approach of providing equal opportunities for 

education to all children, regardless of their background, abilities, or disabilities. The concept 

gained prominence with the passage of the Right to Education (RTE) Act in 2009, which 

mandates free and compulsory education for all children aged 6 to 14 years.  

Here are some key policies and initiatives related to inclusive education in India: 

(1) Right to Education (RTE) Act, 2009:  

The RTE Act is a landmark legislation that mandates free and compulsory education for all 

children aged 6 to 14 years. It includes provisions for inclusive education and prohibits 

discrimination on the basis of disability, caste, gender, or religion. India became one of 135 

countries to make education a fundamental right of every child when the act came into force 

on 1 April 2010. (Aarti Dhar,2010).  The Act emphasizes the importance of providing equal 

opportunities for education to all children, including those with disabilities. Here's how the 

RTE Act contributes to inclusive education: 

Universal Access: The RTE Act mandates free and compulsory education for all children 

between the ages of 6 and 14, regardless of their background, gender, socioeconomic status, 

or abilities. This universal access provision ensures that children with disabilities or special 

needs have the right to attend school and receive an education on an equal basis with their 

peers. 

Non-Discrimination: The RTE Act prohibits discrimination in schools on various grounds, 

including disability. It emphasizes the principle of nondiscrimination and equality of 

opportunity, ensuring that children with disabilities are not excluded from mainstream 

schools or subjected to discriminatory practices. 
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Special Provisions: The RTE Act includes specific provisions to address the needs of 

children with disabilities. For example, it mandates that every child with a disability has the 

right to receive appropriate support and accommodations to facilitate their access to 

education. Schools are required to make reasonable accommodations to ensure that children 

with disabilities can participate fully in school activities. 

Inclusive Practices: The RTE Act encourages the adoption of inclusive practices in schools 

to accommodate the diverse needs of all children. It promotes the integration of children with 

disabilities into mainstream classrooms, rather than segregating them into special schools or 

classes. Inclusive education is seen as a means of fostering social cohesion, promoting 

diversity, and ensuring that every child can reach their full potential. 

Teacher Training: The RTE Act emphasizes the importance of teacher training in inclusive 

education. It mandates that all teachers receive training in inclusive teaching practices and 

strategies for supporting children with diverse needs. This training is essential for building 

the capacity of teachers to create inclusive learning environments and provide appropriate 

support to students with disabilities. 

(2) Sarva Shiksha Abhiyan (SSA):  

SSA is a flagship program of the Government of India aimed at universalizing elementary 

education. It focuses on providing inclusive education for all children, including those from 

marginalized groups and those with disabilities. SSA supports initiatives such as setting up 

special training centers for teachers, providing assistive devices and learning materials, and 

making schools more accessible. Universal Access: SSA aims to ensure that every child, 

including those from marginalized and disadvantaged groups and those with disabilities, has 

access to quality elementary education. The program focuses on reaching out to children who 

are out of school or at risk of dropping out, including children with disabilities. 

Special Focus on Marginalized Groups: SSA prioritizes the education of children from 

marginalized and vulnerable groups, including children with disabilities, girls, children from 

low-income families, and those belonging to disadvantaged communities. The program 
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provides additional support and resources to ensure that these children have equal 

opportunities to access and benefit from education. 

Inclusive Infrastructure: SSA supports the creation of inclusive school infrastructure to 

accommodate the diverse needs of all children. This includes the construction of barrier-free 

classrooms, ramps, accessible toilets, and other facilities to ensure that schools are physically 

accessible to children with disabilities. 

Teacher Training: SSA provides training and capacity building for teachers to equip them 

with the knowledge and skills needed to support inclusive education. Teachers receive 

training in inclusive teaching practices, strategies for accommodating diverse learning needs, 

and creating inclusive classroom environments. 

Resource Support: SSA provides resource support to schools to facilitate the education of 

children with disabilities. This includes the provision of assistive devices, learning materials 

in accessible formats (such as braille or audio), and other resources needed to support the 

learning and development of children with disabilities. 

Community Participation: SSA promotes community participation and involvement in the 

planning, implementation, and monitoring of inclusive education initiatives. Parents, 

community members, and local stakeholders are encouraged to actively participate in efforts 

to make schools inclusive and supportive of all children. 

(3) Rashtriya Madhyamik Shiksha Abhiyan (RMSA):  

RMSA is a centrally sponsored scheme launched to enhance access to secondary education 

and improve its quality. While not specifically focused on inclusive education, RMSA 

includes provisions for the creation of inclusive learning environments and the integration of 

students with disabilities into mainstream schools. Infrastructure Development: RMSA aims 

to improve the infrastructure of secondary schools, including the construction and renovation 

of school buildings, classrooms, libraries, laboratories, and other facilities. While not 

explicitly focused on inclusivity, these infrastructure improvements can benefit students with 

disabilities by providing more accessible and conducive learning environments. 
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Teacher Training and Capacity Building: RMSA includes provisions for teacher training 

and capacity building to enhance the quality of secondary education. While the primary focus 

is on improving teaching quality and subject knowledge, training programs may also cover 

topics related to inclusive education, such as understanding diverse learning needs, adapting 

teaching methods, and creating inclusive classroom environments. 

Equity and Access: RMSA aims to promote equity and access to secondary education, 

particularly for marginalized and disadvantaged groups. While not specifically targeted at 

students with disabilities, efforts to improve access for marginalized groups can indirectly 

benefit students with disabilities by creating more inclusive and diverse school environments. 

Curriculum Development: RMSA may support curriculum development initiatives to 

enhance the relevance and quality of secondary education. While not explicitly focused on 

inclusive curriculum development, efforts to make the curriculum more flexible, relevant, and 

learner-centered can benefit students with diverse learning needs, including those with 

disabilities. 

Special Provisions: While RMSA does not have specific provisions dedicated to inclusive 

education, state governments have the flexibility to allocate funds and implement initiatives 

to address the needs of diverse learners, including students with disabilities. Some states may 

choose to use RMSA funds to support inclusive education initiatives at the secondary level. 

(4) National Policy on Education (NPE) 2020:  

The NPE 2020 is the latest education policy in India, which emphasizes the importance of 

inclusive education. It aims to ensure equitable access to education for all children, regardless 

of their background or abilities. The policy advocates for the development of inclusive 

schools and classrooms that cater to the diverse needs of students. 

(4) Inclusive Education for Disabled at Secondary Stage (IEDSS):  

The IEDSS scheme was launched to support the education of students with disabilities at the 

secondary level. It provides financial assistance to states and Union Territories for setting up 
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resource rooms, providing assistive devices, and supporting the training of teachers and staff 

in inclusive education practices. 

(5) Model Schools for Inclusive Education (MSIE):  

Under the MSIE scheme, model schools are established to demonstrate best practices in 

inclusive education. These schools serve as resource centers for training teachers, developing 

inclusive curriculum materials, and promoting inclusive practices at the grassroots level. 

Establishment of Model Schools: Under the MSIE scheme, model schools are established in 

various states and union territories across India. These model schools are selected based on 

their capacity to demonstrate effective inclusive education practices and serve as resource 

centers for other schools in their region. 

Demonstration of Best Practices: Model schools under the MSIE scheme showcase best 

practices in inclusive education, including accessible infrastructure, inclusive teaching 

methods, supportive learning environments, and strategies for accommodating diverse 

learning needs. 

Teacher Training and Capacity Building: MSIE schools provide training and capacity 

building programs for teachers and staff to equip them with the knowledge and skills needed 

to implement inclusive education practices effectively. This includes training in inclusive 

teaching methods, classroom management strategies, and supporting students with disabilities 

and diverse learning needs. 

Resource Support: Model schools receive resource support to facilitate the implementation 

of inclusive education practices. This may include funding for the development of accessible 

infrastructure, provision of assistive devices and learning materials, and access to specialized 

support services for students with disabilities. 

Networking and Collaboration: MSIE schools collaborate with other schools, educational 

institutions, government agencies, non-governmental organizations, and community 
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stakeholders to promote inclusive education and share best practices. They serve as hubs for 

networking, collaboration, and knowledge exchange in the field of inclusive education. 

Monitoring and Evaluation: MSIE schools are monitored and evaluated to assess the 

effectiveness of their inclusive education initiatives and identify areas for improvement. This 

feedback helps inform policy decisions and programmatic interventions to strengthen 

inclusive education practices across the country.

Conclusion:  

While progress has been made, there is still much work to be done to ensure that inclusive 

education becomes a reality for all children in India. It requires sustained efforts at the policy, 

institutional, and community levels to create an inclusive and equitable education system. 

While these policies and initiatives reflect the government's commitment to inclusive 

education, challenges remain in the effective implementation and monitoring of inclusive 

education programs across the country. Addressing issues such as inadequate infrastructure, 

shortage of trained teachers, and attitudinal barriers is essential to ensure that all children 

have access to quality education in inclusive settings.
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