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Abstract:

Chetan Bhagat is a well-known figure in the world of fiction writing, and he has earned the
reputation as a relatable role model for the contemporary Indian youth. His ability to connect
with a wide readership sets him apart from many other authors. The themes in his novels
often centre around the experiences and challenges faced by young people. Bhagat has an
extraordinary ability to discuss very sensitive aspects on human relationships and religion,
diversity and integrity, individuality and liberty, commercializing and corrupting the
education system and modern themes of love, politics and corruption. This research will use a
qualitative approach to examine the prominent themes in the selected novels of Chetan
Bhagat. A thematic analysis of Bhagat's novels will be conducted to identify the recurring
themes and motifs. The study will also use a descriptive analysis to examine the factors that
have contributed to Bhagat's success as a bestselling author in India, including his writing
style, use of language, and marketing strategies. This research endeavors to examine the
prominent themes in the novels - The Girl In Room No 105 and One Arranged Murder by
Chetan Bhagat, providing an intriguing insight from an Indian perspective. Through an in-
depth analysis of themes and the, the study aims to shed light on the study of youth and their
success over life issues. This research, limited to Bhagat's selected works, is significant in

uncovering the secrets behind his literary success.
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The primary objective of this study is to explore the Vision for Modern Urban Youth in
Chetan Bhagat's writing, focusing on the way in which he presents his characters. In addition,

the study aims to discuss several secondary objectives in detail.

One of these secondary objectives is to examine the Political and Social Issues of the Middle
Class Society portrayed in Chetan Bhagat's novels, particularly in The Girl in Room No 105
and One Arranged Murder. Through these novels, Bhagat sheds light on contemporary Indian

society and its various social and political issues.

Another objective is to establish the national issues impacting the lives of youth in Chetan
Bhagat's selected novels. Through the struggles and successes of his young protagonists,
Bhagat highlights the challenges faced by Indian youth in areas such as education,

employment, and personal relationships.

The portrayal of youth and their success over life issues is also a key objective of this study.
Bhagat's characters often face significant obstacles, but through hard work and determination,
they are able to overcome these challenges and achieve success. This serves as an inspiration

to young readers and highlights the importance of perseverance and resilience.

Finally, the study aims to explore the emergence of optimism in Bhagat's novels. Despite the
harsh realities of life faced by his characters, they are able to grow and develop through these
experiences, ultimately emerging as stronger and more optimistic individuals. This internal
growth is a recurring theme in Bhagat's writing and demonstrates his belief in the resilience
of the human spirit. Overall, this study aims to provide a comprehensive analysis of Chetan
Bhagat's writing and its impact on modern urban youth in India. By examining his characters,

themes, and social commentary.

Popular literature has become an important research tool for gaining insights into the values,
beliefs, and attitudes of a particular society or community. Through the analysis of widely-
read and enjoyed literary works, researchers can uncover the cultural and social realities of a
specific time and place and gain a deeper understanding of the people and their perspectives.
By examining the characters, themes, and messages conveyed in popular literature,

researchers can identify common cultural and social values, beliefs, and attitudes. For
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example, romance novels might reveal prevailing attitudes towards love, relationships, and
gender roles, while crime thrillers might offer insights into perceptions of justice, crime, and
punishment. Moreover, popular literature can also be used to examine how certain social and
cultural issues are portrayed and addressed. For instance, a researcher may study how popular
literature deals with issues like poverty, inequality, and discrimination, and how the authors
of such works suggest solutions to these problems. Popular literature can be especially useful
for studying cultures and communities that are not typically represented in academic or
literary circles. The widespread popularity of certain genres, such as science fiction or
romance, can offer researchers a unique opportunity to explore the perspectives and
experiences of people from diverse backgrounds. Popular literature can serve as a valuable
research tool for gaining insights into the values, beliefs, and attitudes of a particular society
or community. By examining the themes, characters, and messages conveyed in these works,
researchers can deepen their understanding of the cultural and social realities of a specific

time and place.
Introduction:

Chetan Bhagat has undeniably left an indelible mark on the landscape of contemporary
Indian literature. With five bestselling novels and two Bollywood film adaptations to his
credit, Bhagat has not only captivated readers but has also become a prominent voice in
addressing societal issues through his compelling narratives. His distinct writing style,
characterized by simplicity and relatability, has resonated particularly well with the youth,

establishing him as a literary figurehead in India.

Bhagat's novels traverse a spectrum of themes, ranging from campus life and love to sex,
marriage, and career building. His storytelling prowess lies in his ability to weave narratives
that reflect the pulse of modern Indian society. What sets him apart is his knack for
addressing pertinent issues that resonate with readers on a personal level. His characters
grapple with the complexities of morality and human relations, showcasing an epicurean

nature while navigating the challenges of contemporary life.
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Chetan Bhagat's impact goes beyond mere storytelling; he envisions a progressive India in his
works, grappling with prevalent issues like corruption. Through his novels, he advocates for
social reforms as a means to improve the Indian economy and foster a forward-thinking
society. Bhagat's dream of a free and progressive India is central to the overarching themes in

his books, serving as a catalyst for introspection and change.

"The Girl in Room No 105" stands out as a testament to Bhagat's versatility. Departing from
his signature love-story genre, this gripping tale delves into the realms of love, mystery, and
intrigue. Set against the backdrop of Rajasthan and Kashmir, the novel explores the lives of
Keshav Purohit and Zara Lone, individuals from different backgrounds brought together by
fate. Bhagat's narrative prowess is evident as he crafts a story filled with unexpected turns
and twists, all while addressing societal issues such as premarital sex and pregnancy. The
novel takes on a more serious and somber tone compared to Bhagat's earlier works,

showcasing his ability to evolve as a storyteller.

In "One Arranged Murder," Bhagat extends the narrative, exploring the aftermath of the
events in "The Girl in Room No 105." The novel introduces Prerna Malhotra, the beloved of
Saurav Maheshwari, a friend and flat-mate of Keshav Rajpurohit. The story takes a dark turn
as Prerna dies on the day of Karva Chauth, shattering the sweet dreams Saurav had
envisioned for the evening. The novel unfolds with irony and suspense, as Saurav becomes a
prime suspect in Prerna's murder. Bhagat skillfully weaves a tale of mystery and intrigue,

keeping readers on the edge of their seats.

What sets "One Arranged Murder" apart is its exploration of themes beyond the conventional.
Bhagat uses the novel to delve into the complexities of relationships, trust, and the
unpredictable nature of life. The narrative unfolds with a series of twists and turns, keeping

readers engaged while simultaneously addressing societal expectations and norms.

Bhagat's evolution as a storyteller is evident in these novels, showcasing his ability to
transcend genres and touch upon a diverse range of themes. From the lightheartedness of
campus life to the intricacies of love and the gravity of societal issues, Bhagat's novels serve

as a mirror to contemporary India. His characters, flawed and relatable, navigate the

Volume 9, Special Issue 1, December 2023
National Seminar on Research Prospects in English Studies Page No. 68
Organized by the Department of English, Maharaja Krishnakumarsinhji Bhavnagar University




Vidhyayana - ISSN 2454-8596

(e / An International Multidisciplinary Peer-Reviewed E-Journal
B www.vidhyayanaejournal.orqg
rmll Indexed in: Crossref, ROAD & Google Scholar

complexities of life, offering readers a glimpse into the challenges and triumphs of the

modern Indian youth.

Finally, Chetan Bhagat's literary journey is not just a narrative of love and campus life; it is a
profound exploration of the human experience in the context of contemporary Indian society.
Through "The Girl in Room No 105" and "One Arranged Murder," Bhagat continues to
contribute to the literary landscape, offering readers thought-provoking narratives that go
beyond the ordinary. His novels serve as a bridge between entertainment and introspection,

making him a significant and influential figure in the world of Indian literature.
Political and Social Issues of the Middle-Class Society

As P. Sujatha writes that, ‘Chetan Bhagat writes about how India can be a progressive society
in the future. He talks about the rampant corruption in India and how society should change

to rid it’. (P #)

Explore the portrayal of corruption within the police force and political parties, as well as the
societal impact of coaching classes in Chetan Bhagat's "The Girl in Room No. 105." The
novel intricately weaves a narrative that delves into the challenges faced by the protagonists,
Keshav and Saurabh, as they strive for justice in the face of pervasive corruption. The story
unfolds against the backdrop of a hybrid society, blending elements of Indian and Western
lifestyles, showcasing the profound influence of modernization and westernization on the
depicted Indian society. Examine how Bhagat uses the novel to shed light on the complex
interplay between societal structures, corruption, and the educational system, providing a
nuanced exploration of the cultural and social dynamics at play. Analyze the characters'
struggles and the obstacles they encounter in their pursuit of justice, offering insights into the
broader issues affecting contemporary India, from corruption within law enforcement to the

challenges posed by the prevalent coaching class culture.
Portrayal of Youth and Their Success over Life Issues

Even in twenty first century, in spite of many constitutional safeguards, stringent laws,

tremendous progress in science and technology and globalisation, many social evils like
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dowry system, domestic violence, gender discrimination, racial discrimination, caste system,
colour prejudice have been plaguing Indian society which gradually affect the roots of our
culture and block its growth on the global chart. Fundamentally, social evils are severely
destructive for the entire society and community. Literature which reflects the thoughts and
interactions of a specific society with a certain background, if effectively used can bring

about a social change in society.

Chetan Bhagat is known for his portrayal of modern middle-class youth in his novels. His
characters are relatable to the young generation who strive to be successful in their careers

and lives.

Chetan Bhagat writes stories about people who live in big cities and face modern challenges.
What's interesting is that his characters are modern and cool, but they also stick to Indian

values and traditions.

In his stories, Bhagat shows how the characters deal with problems that many young people
face today. He creates situations that are like real-life scenarios in big cities. But the cool part
is, even though the characters are dealing with modern stuff, they don't forget about the

values and traditions of India.

Bhagat uses simple examples to explain life. For instance, he compares life to a race in
nursery school where you have to carry a marble in a spoon with your mouth. If the marble
falls, it doesn't matter if you came first. It's a clever way of saying that life is not just about

winning, but also about handling tricky situations.

Through his stories, Bhagat explores how young people think and feel, especially when it
comes to making important decisions about their careers. Sometimes, they feel pressured by

society, and other times, politicians take advantage of their energy for selfish reasons.

Ethos of Modern Life

— The tension between tradition and modernity
— Injustices and prejudices that exist in Indian society, particularly with regard to caste,

gender, and class.
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— The pursuit of personal ambition and success.

— -Explores the ways in which technology has transformed various aspects of modern

life.

One of the key ethos of modern life that Bhagat discusses in his works is the pursuit of
personal ambition and success. Bhagat portrays characters who are driven by their desire to
achieve success in their chosen fields, whether it be in business, politics, or the arts. He
emphasises the importance of hard work, perseverance, and determination in achieving one's
goals, and shows how individuals who are willing to take risks and challenge the status quo
can succeed in life. Bhagat explores in his works the tension between tradition and
modernity. Bhagat's novels often feature characters who struggle to reconcile their traditional
values and beliefs with the demands of a rapidly changing world. He highlights the
challenges faced by young people who are caught between the pull of tradition and the lure of
modernity and shows how they must navigate this tension in order to find their place in
society. He portrays characters who are connected to the wider world through technology and
social media, and shows how these connections can both empower and isolate individuals. He
explores the ways in which technology has transformed various aspects of modern life,
including education, work, and relationships, and shows how individuals must adapt to these
changes in order to thrive in the modern world. Bhagat's novels address the ethos of social
justice and inequality in modern life. He highlights the injustices and prejudices that exist in
Indian society, particularly with regard to caste, gender, and class. He shows how individuals
who are marginalized or disadvantaged can overcome these obstacles through education, hard
work, and community support. He also emphasizes the importance of empathy, compassion,
and social responsibility in creating a more just and equitable society. Through his novels, he
offers a commentary on the challenges and opportunities that individuals face in the rapidly
changing world of the 21st century, and highlights the importance of personal ambition,

tradition, globalization, and social justice in shaping modern life.

Chetan Bhagat's book "The Girl in Room No 105" tells us about the lives of young people in
modern India. He shows how big cities are changing and how global influences impact the

dreams and attitudes of today's youth.
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In the story, people travel from Delhi to Gurugram for jobs, reflecting the fast growth of
cities and urban areas. Bhagat believes that young people in India today want a good life, a
good job, and love. He highlights that the modern youth prioritizes fulfilling their own needs

before supporting any specific cause.

Bhagat's characters face various challenges as they try to achieve their goals. They deal with
issues like inter-caste marriages, breaking away from traditional mindsets, and the
importance of redefining social values. Bhagat emphasizes the need to break free from old
beliefs, like caste restrictions, and supports the idea that young people should focus on

building a good life while upholding values like honesty and hard work.

According to Bhagat, the youth in India are looking for good jobs and romantic relationships
in urban cities. He encourages them to earn their living honestly, with integrity, and without
compromising the core values that shape society. Bhagat's characters in the book face
challenges such as religious politics, love complications, academic pressures, corruption, and
unfair societal norms. Despite these odds, they show resilience and a strong determination to

change the system rather than surrender to it.

In a way Bhagat's book is like a mirror reflecting the aspirations and struggles of today's
youth in a changing India. It tells a story of facing challenges, standing up for what's right,

and holding on to values while navigating the complexities of modern life.

In the novel "One Arranged Murder," the character of Aditya, the uncle of the female
protagonist, serves as a powerful representation of the challenges of following one's passion
in a joint family. Aditya dreams of pursuing his passion for singing, but his family, who owns
a well-settled car showroom business, is against it. The character of Aditya portrays the inner
struggles of many individuals who face societal pressures and familial expectations,
especially in joint families. In such situations, it often becomes difficult to convince everyone
to follow one's dreams, as family obligations and expectations take precedence over
individual desires. The novel's portrayal of Aditya's character and his struggles serves as a

reminder to all readers of the importance of balancing personal aspirations with familial
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obligations. It also showcases the power of following one's passion and the positive impact it

can have on one's life, as well as the lives of those around them.

“Bhaiya doesn’t understand passion and following your heart. He thinks unless I sit in the
showroom, I am not good enough. Bhaiya won’t support me in my career like he helps

everyone else...”

Chetan Bhagat has depicted that Indian youth are secular minded. They keep themselves
apart from the religious politics in the country. As a representative of young India Bhagat
writes for the Indian youth about issues that touch them most. In adding Values to life
Bhagatasserts the concept of and the need for a set of common Indian values which will
define the people and for which the average Indians will live, work and strive. Because the
lack of any well defined values causes confusion in national life and the people are left adrift
without any specific aim or direction. The United States values wealth, competition,
individualism and religion. India values family, religion and respect for elders. Chetan
Bhagat raises certain questions like do we value wealth or education or democracy have no

easy answers. There are conflicting responses to these questions in India.
Conclusion:

This research aims to analyse the novels of Chetan Bhagat, which shed light on the concerns
and issues faced by young Indians as they navigate their roles in the "New India" and explore
what it means to be part of a new generation of Indians. Through this study, the researcher
seeks to examine the various themes reflected in Bhagat's novels that are relevant to
contemporary Indian realities. The dissertation also examines various themes that are relevant
to contemporary Indian society, such as social and economic inequality, gender roles and
relations, educational opportunities, and the impact of technology and social media. Through
the analysis of these themes, the researcher aims to provide a deeper understanding of the
challenges faced by young people in modern India and how they navigate their roles within a
rapidly changing society. During the research on Chetan Bhagat's novels, namely The Girl In
Room No 105 and One Arranged Murder, several limitations were encountered. Firstly, there

is limited research material available on these two novels, which can make it difficult to

Volume 9, Special Issue 1, December 2023
National Seminar on Research Prospects in English Studies Page No. 73
Organized by the Department of English, Maharaja Krishnakumarsinhji Bhavnagar University




Vidhyayana - ISSN 2454-8596

An International Multidisciplinary Peer-Reviewed E-Journal
www.vidhyayanaejournal.org
Indexed in: Crossref, ROAD & Google Scholar

g PA \

| VIDHYAYANA

conduct comprehensive research. This may lead to a lack of in-depth analysis and
understanding of the themes and characters portrayed in the novels. Secondly, these novels
may only cover certain topics or themes, and the researcher may not be able to explore other
aspects of the author's work or the societal issues that the novel touches upon. This can limit

the scope of the research and prevent a comprehensive analysis of the novel as a whole.
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