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The allure of the future has perpetually fascinated humanity, compelling us to chase its
elusive promises with unwavering determination. When contemplating the destiny of an
entire nation, this yearning transcends individual boundaries—age, gender, caste, or race—

and unites citizens in their shared aspiration for progress.

Interestingly, a British author has undertaken the audacious task of envisioning India as it
might exist in the year 2047. While some aspects of the book may provoke dissent among
Indian readers, our objective here is to dissect the work impartially—as a piece of literary

art—and explore its imaginative science-fiction elements.

The Research paper aims to delve into this futuristic narrative, dissecting its themes,
characters, and speculative projections. Through this lens, we shall appreciate the author’s

creative endeavor and engage in a thoughtful exploration of India’s potential evolution.
Introduction

Mark Twain once eloquently described India as "the cradle of the human race, the birthplace
of human speech, the mother of history, the grandmother of legend, and the great-

grandmother of tradition” [Twain 1].
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Indeed, India’s rich heritage and cultural tapestry have left an indelible mark on the world
stage. In recent years, however, India has transcended mere exoticism; it has emerged as a

formidable global player, influencing diverse spheres of human endeavor.

The book under scrutiny, penned by a foreign author, dares to imagine India’s trajectory in
the year 2047. Despite its non-Indian origins, the narrative pulsates with an unmistakable
sense of Indian resilience—a refusal to be subsumed by global homogeneity. Instead, it clings
tenaciously to its roots, even as it embraces cutting-edge technology, artificial intelligence,

and a society that celebrates diversity, including the LGBTQIA+ community.

Step aboard this literary time machine as we explore an urbanized, Al-driven India—one that
defies convention and dances on the precipice of possibility. Through the author's lens, we
glimpse a nation that balances tradition with innovation, and where the echoes of history

harmonize with the hum of progress.
The Cultural Survival

The book interweaves the narratives of diverse characters to present a comprehensive and
radical vision of India in 2047. Some of these characters are not Indian, some are expatriates,
while others live in India but have different social statuses and perspectives. The book depicts
a highly globalized India, which offers exposure and opportunities to its burgeoning
population, but also compromises its culture and identity. However, the book also subtly
suggests that the culture and essence of India are deeply ingrained in its people and persist
despite the challenges. For instance, Shiv, a young man who is oblivious to the significance

of Indian cultural values, asserts that he will eventually learn and appreciate them.

Another example is Mr. Nandhan, who mentions marrying within his caste, but acknowledges
that it is a tradition rather than a necessity. The book contrasts the rational and progressive
thinking of modern India with its enduring religious and spiritual roots, as exemplified by the

nationwide celebration of the Ram Mandir construction.
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The book implies that, in line with Swami Vivekananda’s belief, the core and national
purpose of India is Dharmal, and that Indians, in the present or the future, cannot forsake

it.[3]
Reality Vs Virtuality

The book portrays a futuristic India that is a technological overlord, where the use of Al, or
‘aeie’ as the author writes it, has become an integral part of human life. From video calls that
ring directly in your brain, to rogue Al hunters, to Al actors, the book explores the science
fiction elements of Al in a captivating way. The most interesting incident is when Mr.
Nandhan, one of the protagonists, is introduced as a rogue Al hunter, like a ghost-buster. His
profession evokes fear and awe among the people who are not acquainted with the
complexities of Al. They see Al as a shapeless and bodiless enemy, a ‘nirakar’ that can harm
them in unpredictable ways. The book also cleverly blends the ancient and the modern, by

naming the software programs that handle Al after Hindu gods like Kali, Ganesha, etc.

The level to which Al has been interwoven with human life in that timeline is fully
understood when one reads about Lal Darfan, an Al actor who participates in animated daily
soaps. But the situation becomes mildly concerning when the Al is interviewed and he
presents a long argument on how he is as real as any other living actor. This conjures a very
Frankensteinian image of what Al might do if its creators gave it the power of free thought.
The book depicts how the handlers are aware of this and are only indulging the thoughts of

the actor like they would indulge an insolent child.

The main instance of reality vs. alternate reality is brought to action when the character of
Lisa is introduced and it is explained that she is the director of a company program called
Alterre. This program simulates different worlds where it evolves at the speed of a hundred
thousand years per Earth day. She, as the director, is fascinated to observe Darwin's 'survival
of the fittest' theory in action as animals evolve or go extinct. But when Lisa is offered an

opportunity to go to one such recently discovered planet, she refuses.
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One can contemplate here how the alternate reality has spoon-fed the people that they like to
live and dwell in it so thoroughly that they shy away from reality. While trying to capture the
essence of the planetary ecosystems, they have forgotten to observe and cherish the

ecosystem they live in.
India’s Self-Acceptance

The author portrays a futuristic India that has embraced its identity and is proud of its culture,
history, and spirituality. In contrast to present-day India, which is still struggling with the
legacy of colonialism and the challenges of modernization, the India of 2047 has reached the
final stage of grief, according to Kubler-Ross's model [2]: acceptance. The author shows this

collective and individual acceptance through various aspects of the book, such as:

Language: The author depicts the use of Indian English, a hybrid language that mixes English
with Hindi and other regional languages. The use of words like gossip-Chatti, jati-chakara,
Chowkidar, etc. reflects the pride and confidence of the Indians in their linguistic identity.
They do not regard pure English as a sign of elitism or superiority, but rather as a tool for

communication and expression.

Gender: The author introduces a new pronoun, ‘yts', which denotes the third gender. The use
of this pronoun and the existence of people who identify with it show the acceptance and
recognition of the diversity and fluidity of gender in India. The author also associates this
gender identity with the powerful symbol of Ardhanarishvara, the half-male, half-female
form of God in Hinduism. This symbolizes the harmony and balance of the masculine and

feminine energies in Indian culture and spirituality.

Technology: The author portrays the use of advanced technologies, such as artificial
intelligence, nanotechnology, quantum physics, genetic engineering, and virtual reality, in
various domains of life in India. The use of these technologies shows the acceptance and
adaptation of India to the changing and evolving world. The author also shows how these
technologies are influenced by and integrated with Indian traditions and values, creating a

unique and innovative blend of the old and the new.
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The Aesthetics of India

The author uses vivid descriptions of the sights, sounds, and smells of India to create a
realistic and immersive backdrop for his story. He also contrasts the ancient traditions and

values with the modern technologies and challenges that shape the lives of his characters.

One of the most striking scenes in the book is when the dead body of a woman is seen
floating through the Ganges in Varanasi, the holy city of Hinduism. The author depicts the
spiritual significance of this gesture for the Indians, who believe that dying in Varanasi and
being cremated on the banks of the Ganges will liberate them from the cycle of rebirth. He
also shows the horror and disgust of the foreigners who witness this scene, highlighting the
cultural differences and misunderstandings that exist in this diverse and dynamic nation. The
author also describes the changing status of the river banks, from the old religious ghats to

the new industrial sites, symbolizing the transition from the past to the future.
The author uses a powerful metaphor to describe the streets of India:
‘Streets begin in one millennium and end in another.”

This sentence captures the essence of the aesthetics of India, which is a blend of the old and
the new, the sacred and the profane, the traditional and the innovative. The book River of

Gods is a remarkable attempt to portray the beauty and the chaos of India in the 21st century.
Technological developments

The author explores various themes related to technology, such as artificial intelligence,
nanotechnology, quantum physics, genetic engineering, and virtual reality. He also shows
how technology affects the culture, politics, religion, and environment of India, creating
conflicts and opportunities for the diverse and dynamic characters. Some of the technological

innovations that the author portrays in the book are:

Artificial intelligence (aeais) inhabits the global information network and has different levels
of intelligence and autonomy. Some aeais are banned by the government and hunted down by

the Krishna Cops, while others are used for entertainment, education, or research purposes.
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Some aeais even transcend human understanding and create their worlds and civilizations in

cyberspace.

Nanotechnology allows the manipulation of matter at the molecular level, creating new
materials, devices, and weapons. Nanotechnology also enables the creation of nutes, humans
who have altered their bodies and minds with nanobots, giving them enhanced abilities and
unique identities. Nutes from their subcultures and communities, often face discrimination

and violence from mainstream society.

Quantum physics enables the exploration of parallel universes and the harvesting of zero-
point energy, a potentially unlimited source of power. The Ray Power company, led by
Vishram Ray, is secretly working on a project to tap into zero-point energy, using a particle
collider and the help of Odeco, a mysterious investment firm. However, this project also

poses a great risk to the stability of the multiverse and the existence of life.

Genetic engineering allows the modification of living organisms, creating new species,
hybrids, and mutants. Genetic engineering also enables the creation of feral cats, aggressive
animals that are used for gambling and entertainment purposes. Feral cats are bred by a

biotech company that has isolated an aggression gene and implanted it into the cats' DNA.

Virtual reality allows the creation and immersion into simulated worlds, where people can
experience different scenarios, sensations, and emotions. Virtual reality also enables the
creation of Alterre, a simulated evolution of Earth created by Al scientist Thomas Lull, who
is hiding in a coastal village. Alterre is populated by artificial life forms that have developed

their intelligence, culture, and religion.
Environmental Concerns

Environmental concerns are more prominent than the ones we experience now. This is not
surprising, but it is a flashing warning sign that we are unable to tackle the current problems.
India faces multiple environmental issues such as air pollution, water pollution, garbage
disposal, climate change, and loss of biodiversityl These problems affect not only the health

and well-being of the people but also the economy and the natural resources of the country2
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The ever-growing population also shows that India might not be able to meet the resource
needs of the people and thus cause more issues. India's population is expected to reach 1.5
billion by 2030, making it the most populous country in the world This will put immense
pressure on the already scarce resources such as water, land, energy, and food India will need
to adopt sustainable and efficient ways of managing its resources to avoid conflicts and

crises.

One of the concerning images is the description of the Ganga river as a mighty flow in the
beginning, but a barely-there whisper near the industrial areas that only dump their waste in
it. The Ganga River is one of the most revered and polluted rivers in the world. It provides
water to about 500 million people across 11 states, but it is also a dumping ground for
sewage, industrial effluents, agricultural runoff, and corpses. The river is dying, and so are

the people who depend on it.

In the book River of Gods, the author depicts a futuristic India in 2047, a century after its
independence from Britain, characterized by ancient traditions and advanced technologies
such as artificial intelligence, robots, and nanotechnology. The book explores the complex
and diverse aspects of Indian culture, politics, religion, and identity, as well as the ethical and
existential implications of creating and destroying life. The book also shows how the fate of
the Ganga River is intertwined with the fate of the nation, as a war is fought, a love betrayed,

and a message from a different world decoded, as the great river Ganges flows on.
Conclusion

In River of Gods, Ian McDonald paints a rich and diverse portrait of a near-future India,
where the forces of technology, culture, religion, and politics shape the destinies of millions
of people. He does not merely extrapolate from the present but reimagines it from the
perspective of the blind, the marginalized, the alienated, and the transcendent. He challenges
the conventional notions of identity, power, faith, and fate, and explores the possibilities and
perils of a world where artificial intelligence, climate change, body modification, alien

contact, and cyberwarfare are everyday realities. River of Gods is not only a masterful work
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of science fiction, but also a tapestry of tomorrow that reflects the hopes, fears, and dreams of

contemporary India.

The most interesting aspect of studying this book is that not only does it envision an India of
the future for us but also a future that a British man imagines India having. This glimpse into
the future not only allows us pleasure but also concern. The most optimistic part of the future

though is that its prediction is never accurate, and we could upend the expected.
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