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Abstract 

When we talk about the term ‘Hindi Cinema’, it takes us to the world of melodies, actions, 

fights, regional cultural backgrounds and the typical ‘Masala’ of Hindi cinema. The Hindi 

Cinema has its own aroma and tastes which make it different and unique among the world 

cinema. Hindi Cinema has a long back history of more than 130 years and still it wins the 

hearts of the audiences not only in India but also in many countries of the world. It has been 

constantly changing and it has been developed a lot since its beginning. It has the unique 

features which make it different from other countries. The beginning of the 21st century of 

Hindi cinema witnessed a new change and a new image of woman protagonist in Hindi 

movies. The typical Hindi movie heroines were like an item girl, an assistant of a villain, a 

very shy and fearful daughter, oppressed and exploited wife, a woman searching for identity, 

a puppet of culture and much more. 

This research explores the transformation of old archetypes into more powerful and varied 

roles for female protagonists in Hindi cinema. We want to comprehend the effects of these 

changing representations on society norms and gender dynamics by a thorough examination 

of important movies, character arcs, and cultural influences. The study clarifies the possible 
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effects that these cinematic portrayals may have on influencing how people view women in a 

contemporary, sophisticated culture as India moves closer to 2047. 

Keywords: -Hindi Cinema, Themes, Indian Society, Women Protagonists, Women 

Empowerment, India In 2047. 

Introduction 

Cinema in India is not just an instrument for entertainment or an industry for money making 

but it is a religious cult. It is the most essential part of every Indian. As we all know that India 

is the country, where each and every event is celebrated with great joy and enthusiasm. In the 

same way, films in India are the core of Indians. It reflects the society in such a way that it 

makes people relaxed, educated, and aware. It motivates people with its themes, characters, 

songs, dialogues and stories. The film makers use cinema as the representative of the burning 

social issues of the country. In the countries like India, film has proved to be the most striking 

medium for mass communication which helps people to get aware about the problems and 

how to get rid of them. Cinema has its impacts on the youth and it can play a major role in 

reforming the society.  

Since its beginning, cinema has always played a major role in reflecting the contemporary 

society. From the very first movie Raja Harishchandra to till date, Hindi cinema has 

developed in many ways. It has adapted all the technological and global cinematic changes 

with the need of time. Every decade of Hindi cinema is marked with the creativity, 

innovation and representative of the tastes of that time. As it is rightly remarked by one of the 

most talented and experienced artist in industry, Gulzar sir about cinema. According to him; 

“Cinema has a large scope as it mirrors of society and with the mindset changing, people are 

taking it more seriously”

The following lines throw light on the fact that the role of cinema is not only to entertain 

people but it also mirrors the society and can be used as the biggest tool for mass awareness 

and mass communication. Hindi cinema has been a potent mirror throughout the years, both 

reflecting and forming social standards, particularly how its female characters are portrayed. 
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The way women are portrayed in movies has changed dramatically over the years, moving 

beyond clichés and toward more nuanced, strong female characters. Examining the narratives 

that shape and reflect shifting views on women is crucial as India moves closer to 2047, a 

critical year defined by advancement and development. 

The goal of this study is to investigate how female protagonists in Hindi cinema have 

changed throughout time. Cinemas are more than just entertainment; they are cultural relics 

that reflect and add to society's collective psyche. This research attempts to disentangle the 

complexities of these cinematic stories, interpreting the reasons behind the changing ways in 

which women are portrayed and their wider influence on public perceptions. We explore the 

historical background as we make our way through the history of Hindi cinema, highlighting 

significant events that have influenced how women have been portrayed. We want to 

understand how these representations parallel and perhaps affect the evolving roles and 

expectations of women in the growing story of India by analyzing character arcs, thematic 

shifts, and cinematic trends. 

2047 is a key year that represents India's development and maturity in the international arena. 

As a result, deciphering how female protagonists are portrayed in this changing cinematic 

environment becomes both a critical analysis of the stories that influence the structure of 

society and an academic endeavor. The purpose of this study is to provide light on the 

intricate relationship between cinema and social change, with a focus on how women are 

portrayed in Hindi cinema as India develops.  

In Hindi cinema, the path of the female protagonist has been a dynamic and transforming 

one, mirroring the complex fabric of societal shifts over several decades. Early Hindi cinema 

mostly showed women as iconic characters who embodied the values of sacrifice and 

commitment to family. But as the Golden Age progressed and was typified by movies like 

"Guide" and "Aradhana," a noticeable change happened. Stronger female leads started to 

appear, defying expectations and setting the stage for a more complex and genuine 

representation.
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The transposition gained more momentum during the New Wave Cinema era, when directors 

explored the complexities of women's life outside of traditional positions. Characters evolved 

from one-dimensional clichés to more nuanced portrayals. Movies like "Chandni Bar" and 

"Fashion" showed women overcoming the difficulties of modern life, pursuing unusual 

careers, and examining their own shortcomings. This period resonated with an audience 

undergoing societal changes and represented a substantial break from previous paradigms. 

The shift of the female lead in Hindi cinema in the modern era is characterized by a 

celebration of agency and variety. Characters now represent a variety of roles, desires, and 

identities rather than being limited to predetermined molds. The focus on self-reliance, 

professional goals, and individual initiative in movies like as "Piku" and "Kahaani" indicates 

a cinema that reflects the evolving roles and aspirations of women in society. The 

transposition is apparent in the expanding portrayal of women, which dispels myths and 

advances an inclusive story. 

As the transposition takes place, contemporary movies investigate intersectionality, tackling 

questions of sexuality, class, and caste in the representation of female characters. This goes 

beyond oversimplified tales and demonstrates a deeper connection with the intricacies of 

women's lives. International partnerships also provide Hindi cinema a worldwide viewpoint, 

impacting the market by adding a variety of tales and expanding the range of female 

representation.

The Road to 2047 and Its Impact on Society: 

This study paper shows that the transposition of the female protagonist in Hindi cinema goes 

beyond the screen to impact and mirror shifting society perceptions of women. As India 

moves closer to 2047, the cinema industry both reflects and propels social change in the 

country. The stories that are written now are crucial in forming the story of women in India's 

development and in fostering a more complex, inclusive, and forward-thinking social 

consciousness. 
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The way that female protagonists are portrayed in Hindi cinema is changing, and this has a 

particularly significant social influence since it is a cultural catalyst for empowerment. 

Cinematic stories have the power to reshape society norms and challenge deeply held 

preconceptions in order to influence public perception. The spectator is exposed to a wide 

variety of female experiences as the female lead transitions on cinema from traditional roles 

to complex, powerful individuals. In turn, this exposure has a significant impact on society 

views, promoting an inclusive and empowered culture. 

The way that women are portrayed and made visible in the media is greatly enhanced by the 

transference of the female lead in Hindi movies. Cinemas help to dismantle social barriers 

and stereotypes by presenting women in a variety of roles, occupations, and living 

circumstances. Beyond just being entertaining, this greater exposure affirms the complexity 

of women's lives and spurs practical shifts in perceptions of gender norms and expectations. 

The stories that are woven into Hindi cinema's fabric are actively influencing the hopes of 

future generations as India moves closer to 2047. The representation of strong, self-reliant 

female characters influences young women's goals and aspirations by serving as an 

inspiration. Cinematic tales provide a range of alternatives outside conventional roles, which 

can have an impact on educational aspirations, job decisions, and personal objectives. In this 

sense, how women are portrayed in movies develops into a dynamic force that shapes the 

course of cultural advancement. 

Furthermore, the female protagonist's transposition frequently acts as a means of confronting 

important societal concerns. Movies that tackle intersections like sexuality, class, and caste 

add to a larger social dialogue. Cinema becomes a forum for social awareness and activism 

when these topics are woven into stories and how they affect female characters. Participating 

in real-world problems helps people develop a more knowledgeable and compassionate social 

mentality, which in turn affects how people view social justice and inclusion in general. 

There are risks associated with the changing image of female protagonists, too, such as the 

potential for preconceptions to be reinforced or for a shallow portrayal to occur. To ensure 

that the stories have a beneficial impact on societal transformation, it is imperative that film 
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makers and the cinema industry as a whole properly handle these obstacles. The journey 

towards 2047 offers prospects as well as obstacles for the cinema industry to keep rewriting 

the story of women in a way that is consistent with the values of advancement, equality, and 

empowerment. The ancient Indian culture always considered woman as the ultimate source of 

power and energy. As in Hinduism, it is considered as the form of “Shakti” means power. 

The following Sanskrit Shloka shows the strength of women that;  

“अतुलं तũ तȅेजः  सवŊदेवशरीरजम् । 

एक̾थं तदभूɄारी ʩाɑलोकũयं İȕषा ॥५॥ 

(There, those incomparable Divine Energies (Tejas) which were produced from the Bodies of 

all the Devas, got united and became a Woman (Nari) Whose Lustre pervaded the Three 

Worlds) 

The passage implies that a lady whose brilliance permeates the three realms is formed when 

the divine energies (Tejas) from each of the Devas' bodies come together. If we consider this 

shloka in light of how female leads are portrayed in Hindi films evolving in anticipation of 

Viksit Bharat@2047, it unfolds the following thoughts. 

By 2047, when India would have celebrated 100 years of independence, Viksit Bharat@2047 

suggests a sophisticated and advanced India. More complex and powerful depictions of 

women are anticipated in the backdrop of shifting representations of female leads in Hindi 

film towards this future. The shloka's allusion to the merging of heavenly energies to create a 

lady whose light permeates all three realms might be interpreted as a metaphor for how the 

position of female characters in Hindi cinema has changed throughout time. Women are 

becoming more and more acknowledged in Hindi cinema’s changing environment as strong, 

important individuals who make substantial contributions to society.

Movies may go into a wide variety of storylines, presenting women with varying origins, 

occupations, and viewpoints. The shloka's focus on the union of heavenly forces in creating a 

strong woman may be seen in the variety of interesting and dynamic roles that female 
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protagonists may take on in movies, which in turn helps to shape the envisaged Viksit 

Bharat's cultural, social, and economic growth. The shloka's central theme—the strength and 

power inherent in a woman—aligns with the projected shift in Hindi film's portrayal of 

female leads in the direction of Viksit Bharat@2047. With this shift, women will be shown as 

more powerful, varied, and prominent characters who advance the idea of an advanced and 

progressive India.

Conclusion 

Examining how female leads in Hindi cinemas are evolving in the direction of a developed 

India in 2047 shows an engrossing journey filled with dynamic changes, social reflections, 

and cultural progress. The transformation of the female lead has been a dramatic reflection of 

larger societal shifts, from the early stereotypes of selfless and virtuous women to the rise of 

strong and varied characters. The historical study focuses on the revolutionary eras, 

beginning with the Golden Age, when more powerful female leaders defied social 

restrictions. This development was accelerated by the New Wave Cinema movement, which 

explored the complexity of women's lives and rejected oversimplified caricatures. The 

cinema industry of today is characterized by a celebration of individuality, variety, and 

autonomy, which has expanded the portrayal of women in the medium and questioned 

traditional gender norms. 

As the investigation progresses, it becomes clear that the female lead's transposition goes 

much beyond the movie screen. It acts as a potent catalyst for cultural change, influencing 

and reflecting shifting views of women in society. The stories that are written for today's 

movies are crucial in influencing the general mentality of a growing India in 2047. Cinema 

becomes a lighthouse of empowerment when it provides complex, multifaceted images of 

women. In turn, these representations serve as a catalyst for actual societal transformation. 

Redefining gender norms and dismantling social barriers are aided by the greater visibility 

and representation of women in a range of roles. 
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But as the sector heads toward 2047, there are obligations and difficulties that come with this 

revolutionary path. Film makers must properly negotiate the complexities of portrayal, 

making sure that stories advance social change without reinforcing prejudices. The cinema 

industry faces chances and difficulties in its journey towards a Developed India@2047, 

whereby it will need to continue redefining the story of women to better reflect the values of 

equality, empowerment, and growth. 

In summary, the evolving representation of female leads in Hindi cinema is a dynamic 

process entwined with cultural development and societal goals. The cinematic scene in India 

is evolving approaching 2047, reflecting and also propelling societal change. The stories 

being written now provide witness to the power of cinema to create a more complex, 

inclusive, and forward-thinking picture of women in India's emerging nation. This study 

reveals the transforming potential of cinema as well as our shared need to promote good 

change as we move closer to being a Developed India by 2047. To sum it up, I would like to 

quote the Shloka in Sanskrit which shows us the equality of rights of women and if we do so 

then this world will a better place to live: 

“यũ नायŊˑु पूǛȶे रमȶे तũ देवताः  । 

यũैताˑु न पूǛȶे सवाŊˑũाफलाः  िŢयाः  ।। 

(Honour and divinity of a woman will flourish and wherever a woman worships or lives, 

there is a God) 

 



 

Vidhyayana - ISSN 2454-8596 
An International Multidisciplinary Peer-Reviewed E-Journal 

www.vidhyayanaejournal.org 
Indexed in: Crossref, ROAD & Google Scholar 

Volume 9, Special Issue 2, March 2024 
A Virtual Conference in Amrit Kaal on “Viksit Bharat@2047” Page No. 1132

REFERENCE 

1. “Gulzar Quotes.” BrainyQuote, www.brainyquote.com/quotes/gulzar_1140486. Accessed 

13 Feb. 2024. 

2. Manifestation of Devi Durga - in Sanskrit with Meaning. greenmesg.org/stotras/durga/-

manifestation_of_devi_durga.php. Accessed 13 Feb. 2024. 

3. Shoppe, Dev, and Dev Shoppe. “Sloka Yatra Naryastu Pujyante Ramante Tatra Devata 

with Meaning.” Devshoppe, 20 Aug. 2022, www.devshoppe.com/blogs/articles/sloka-

yatra-naryastu-pujyante-ramante-tatra-devata-with-meaning#:~:text=Yatra%20naryastu-

%20pujyante%20ramante%20tatra%20Devata%2C%20yatraitaastu%20na%20pujyante%

20sarvaastatrafalaah,matter%20how%20noble%20remain%20unfruitful. 

4. “Hindi Cinema.” Wikipedia, 29 Jan. 2024, en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hindi_cinema. 

 


